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Brief Bio: 
Samar Malek is a structural engineer with an expertise in structural and computational mechanics, and 
gridshells. She completed her Ph.D. and S.M. in Structures and Materials at MIT where she was also a lecturer 
in the Department of Architecture. Dr. Malek is a Marshall-Sherfield Scholar and completed her post-doctorate 
at the University of Bath Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering. She has practiced as a structural 
engineer at Thornton Tomasetti, NYC and consulted on gridshell projects for Atelier One, London. Her research 
interests include computational methods in conceptual structural design, gridshells, deployable shelters and 
biomimcry in architecture and engineering. 
 
Research Interests: 
High-‐performing	  Shell	  Structures;	  Active	  Bending	  and	  Gridshells;	  Biomimicry	  in	  Architecture	  and	  
Structural	  Engineering;	  Computational	  Methods	  and	  Geometry 
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