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Obituary (from the New York Times, October 28, 2005): 
NACHBAR-William. 82, died of cancer on Monday, October 24, 2005, at his home in La Jolla, CA. He was 
born April 25, 1923 in Brooklyn, NY. He was the eldest of three sons of Daniel and Rosa Nachbar and was 
predeceased by his brothers, Martin and Edwin. He is survived by his wife Pauline Nachbar, son John Nachbar, 
daughter-in-law Suzanne Yee, and granddaughter Katherine Nachbar. He will be greatly missed. William 
Nachbar grew up in New York City and graduated from DeWitt Clinton High School in 1940. He graduated 
from Cornell University in 1944 and then served in the U.S. Army from 1944 to 1946. He received a Master's 
degree in mathematics from the Courant Institute of New York University in 1948 and a Ph.D. in applied 
mathematics from Brown University in 1951. He met his wife Pauline at Brown. He worked at Boeing in 
Seattle from 1951 to 1955, where he participated in the design of the Boeing 707, the first commercially 
successful jet airliner. From 1955 to 1961, he was section head of Mechanics and Applied Mathematics at the 
Research Laboratory of the Lockheed Missile and Space Division in Palo Alto. There, he worked on Polaris, the 
first missile designed to be launched underwater, from a submarine. In 1961, he joined Stanford University and 
was promoted to associate professor in 1963. He joined the University of California, San Diego, in 1965 as 
professor of applied mechanics in newly established Revell College, the first of UCSD's main colleges. He 
received a Guggenheim fellowship in 1967. He retired from UCSD in 1989. He is best known for his 
contributions to the study of combustion and to the study of structural mechanics, particularly the theory of shell 



structures. He loved camping, fly fishing, snorkeling, and Mozart. And he loved his family. Services will be 
held October 30, 11:00 A.M. at Mount Hebron Cemetery, Flushing, NY.  
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