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In Memoriam (The preface of the book pictured above, by Prof. Nachum Finger, Rector, Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva, Israel): 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev was established in the first half of the 1960s with a strong commitment to 
serve not only as an institution of higher learning, dedicated to the pursuit of scholarship and education, but also 
to stimulate the economic, social, and cultural development of the entire Negev region. Soon after opening its 
doors, the university became a magnet for talented scientists from all over the world, and especially for those 
arriving in Israel with the first wave of immigration from the Soviet Union. Ben-Gurion University was 
particularly fortunate that, among these scientists, was Professor Dov Shilkrut, whose reputation preceded him. 
Easily identifying with the pioneering spirit of the university, Professor Shilkrut joined the Faculty of 
Engineering, soon becoming one of the pillars of the Faculty and of the Department of Mechanical Engineering. 
He was instrumental in establishing a research group in Mechanics, which is very active in the Department to 
this very day. 
I recently came across a report of Professor Shilkrut’s activities during his first year at the university alone, 
listing a number of publications that had appeared in print, an additional number submitted for publication, as 
well as an impressive list of papers delivered at scientific conferences and seminars. What a report such as this 
cannot illuminate, of course, was Dov’s personality: his ebullience, his drive, his vivacious and yet no-nonsense 
approach to everything with which he dealt. 
Dov considered this book the culmination of his professional contribution to knowledge to the moment of his 
death; it is my personal feeling that it is also most fitting for it to serve a partial legacy. A large part of this 
legacy, however, does not lie in the written word, be it book, journal, or conference abstract. Dov imparted 
elements of his intellectual spirit to several generations of students, both in the former Soviet Union and in 
Israel, some of whom, as scientists in their own right, actively pursue his ideas at our university today, as well 
as in universities, research institutes, and private companies worldwide. Dov dedicated his life to passing on the 
torch of his ideology, his devotion to science, and his dynamic approach to daily challenges – qualities that are 
much less tangible than his extensive body of published and unpublished works, but nonetheless genuine. 
It is an honor to write the preface to this book, although it inevitably saddens me that it is posthumous. I doubt 
whether it is possible to assess the extent of creative energy lost to the scientific world with Dov Shilkrut’s 
untimely passing. 
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