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Professor Emeritus of Rational Mechanics at the Technical University of Vienna 
 
In Memoriam [by Christoph Adam (Innsbruck University); Hans Irschik (Linz University); 
Rudolf Heuer, Franz G. Rammerstorfer, Wilhelm Schneider (TU Vienna) in EUROMECH News 2016]: 
Franz Ziegler joined the Faculty of Civil Engineering of the Vienna University of Technoloy (TU Vienna) in 
1972, where he taught and conducted research for over 34 years, serving as the Head of the Institute of Rational 
Mechanics. While Franz “retired” to emeritus status in 2006, he remained active in research and editorial 
activities until his death. 
Franz Ziegler was an internationally highly recognized and exceptionally innovative researcher in various fields 
of theoretical and applied mechanics, such as wave propagation, deterministic and random vibrations of elastic 
and inelastic structures, thermal stresses, fluid-structure interaction, dynamic plasticity, structural control, and 
numerical and experimental methods in structural dynamics. The results and findings of his research are 
recorded in about 300 papers published in peer reviewed journals, books, and conference proceedings. He was 
the author of the comprehensive textbook “Mechanics of Solids and Fluids”, published in several editions in 



German, English, and Russian. As a Member of the Editorial Board of various prominent scientific journals, 
particularly as an Editor of Acta Mechanica, Franz dedicatedly served the scientific community. 
When EUROMECH established the EUROMECH Solid Mechanics and Fluid Mechanics Prizes, Franz Ziegler 
was the first one to be awarded the EUROMECH Solid Mechanics Prize. Our scientific community recognized 
Franz’s contributions by many further awards, including the Peter Kapitza medal of the Russian Academy of 
Natural Sciences. He was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of the Polytechnical State University of 
St.Petersburg, Russia. He was elected Full Member of the Austrian Academy of Science, elected Member 
Abroad of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, and elected Member Abroad of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. He served as Secretary General of the International Union of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics 
(IUTAM), President and Deputy President of the International Association of Applied Mathematics and 
Mechanics (GAMM), President of the International Institute of Acoustics and Vibrations (IIAV), and Chairman 
of the Board of the Austrian Association of Earthquake Engineering and Structural Dynamics (OGE). 
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